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(f51) SLA research of a psycho-or sociolinguislic kind, which focuses on how language

expresses and embodies cultural reality (Kramsch, 1998), has a natural place in FL
departments.
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Learners’ Motivation Levels
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Note. Error bars stand for standard deviations. AM = amotivation; ER = external regulation; InR = introjected

regulation; InR = identified regulation; IM = intrinsic motivation. The classification was adopted from Self-

Determination Theory (Deci & Ryan, 2002).
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The present study aims to clarify the difference in listening
comprehension strategy use by Japanese learners of English as a foreign
language (EFL) before and during a study abroad program.

Listening is admittedly an indispensable skill to acquire a language,
whether it is the first or a second language (L2)!. Since listeners deal with
aural information, without letters, it is useful for illiterate L2 learners. The
fact that “foreign language activities”? introduce pupils to oral/aural
activities (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology
(MEXT), 2008) can be a case to illustrate that listening is one of the most
essential skills. It is a basic skill, to be sure, but it also becomes exceedingly
difficult when the material involves long and complicate structure (Brown,
1995). Learners are required to actively listen to L2, while they need
preparations for listening, selective focus, attention to non-verbal

communication, and appropriate response (Rost, 2002).

1.1 THE SCOPE OF THIS STUDY

Recently, teaching “how to listen” draws EFL teachers’ attention
(Flowerdew & Miller, 2005; Graham, Santos, & Vanderplank, 2008). In
Japan as well, instruction for effective listening activity has been one of high
school teachers’ concerns after 2006 when listening section was introduced

in the national university entrance examination. As a way to teach “how to
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